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Goal

To provide an overview of a specific scientific area by reviewing the relevant primary literature.

How to Proceed

Start by narrowing down one of the suggested topics to a defined question in the field that is unrelated to any work going on in your research lab. For instance, you can focus on one protein, one inhibitor, etc., depending on the topic you choose. Narrow it down to a focused subset of one of the general topics suggested. You should use PubMed (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/) or other database to help search the literature for interesting questions. Narrowing the general topic down and identifying specific questions in the field are part of the value of this exercise.

E-mail me three specific areas you might like to write the report on by Wed., Oct. 9, and I can tell you which one seems most appropriate and sufficiently defined.

Refined searching of the literature database will allow you to identify the key papers in the specific area on which your report will be written. Read the original papers and then look at more recent papers up to the present. Reviewing these papers by abstracting the important points and describing the development of our knowledge in the area will be the basis of your report.

Make sure your report is properly referenced. Only cite the primary literature in your report. Give credit through citation to the people who first made each important discovery in your specific area.

Do not go over the explicit experimental details of any paper. Only refer to the conclusions, as people do in review articles.

In no case should you copy (plagiarize) sentences directly from any source. Always rephrase everything in your own words.
Format

The report should be in a properly referenced mini-review format. It should be 5-7 pages long, single spaced.
Due Date

The report will be due on Wed., Dec. 4.
